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Message 
other delegates

Create your 
own schedule

Navigate the venue

Search for Abstracts

And plenty more!

App fe
atures

#CHANGINGMODERNMED
WHAT, WHO, WHEN & WHERE,

AT YOUR FINGERTIPS...

HOW TO DOWNLOAD  
THE APP
• Option 1: Simply scan the relevant 

QR code (see left) 
• Option 2: Search for EventPilot 

Conference App in the App or  
Google Play store

When prompted enter the event 
code: ChangingModernMed

LOGIN
Login with your Badge ID 
(printed underneath the QR 
code on your badge)

NEED HELP TO GET 
STARTED?
Once you have downloaded the 
app, click the banner for your 
app guide to get started
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WELCOME

REGISTRATION
Registration is located on the 
Campus floor, near the main 
entrance to the SwissTech 
Convention Center.

We will be available:
Tues 16th: 08.00 - 20.30  
Weds 17th: 08.00 - 19.00       
Thurs 18th: 08.30 - 19.30
Fri 19th: 08.30 - 19.30

WI-FI ACCESS
Wi-Fi is available 
throughout the 

SwissTech Convention Center. 
Login: Lausanne2018
Password: lausanne2018

SPEAKER READY ROOM
The speaker ready room  
is Office A/B on the  
Garden Floor. When facing  
the cloakroom, the Speaker  
Ready Room is to your right. 

USEFUL CONTACTS

Ambulance . . . . . . . . . . . 144

Police . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 117

Fire brigade . . . . . . . . . . . 118

Taxi: . . . . . . +41 844 814 814

INFORMATION BOARD
Delegates may post CVs, 
employment opportunities or 
information on the designated 
board located near the  
registration desk.
ABSTRACTS AND 
DELEGATE LISTS
Electronic copies can be 
accessed through our congress 
app (please see inside front 
cover) or in My Congress  
Materials in your account  
on the ESGCT website. 

SWISSTECH  
CONVENTION CENTER 
The SwissTech Convention 
Center is one of the largest 
conference centres in the  
Lake Geneva region hosting  
events of international fame.  
This majestic building is  
distinguished by its modernity 

and its innovative technologies. 
The architecture of the building 
allows three auditoriums to 
become one; the number of 
seats in each auditorium can 
also be changed in just a few 
minutes. This modularity is 
based on two mechanisms: a 
system of sliding walls, and 

the Gala Venue technology.
The west facade of the building 
is covered with panels made 
of organic dye-sensitized 
solar cell, also called “Grätzel 
cells” after Michael Grätzel, a 
physical chemistry professor 
at the EPFL and the inventor  
of this technology.

Gaëlle Jamar, ESGCT manager office@esgct.eu  
+44 776 647 5379
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WELCOME TO THE XXVITH ESGCT  
CONGRESS, LAUSANNE 2018 The boards of ESGCT, ISSCR and SFTCG, 

along with the Swiss gene and cell therapy 
community, welcome you to Lausanne for 
the 2018 Annual Congress of ESGCT. The 
meeting will take place at the SwissTech 
Convention Center in the centre of the  
campus of the Ecole Polytechnique  
Federale de Lausanne (EPFL). The  
Center, characterised by its astonishing 
architecture and innovative technologies, 
will provide a superb environment for  
networking and sharing of exciting  
advances. 
The scientific programme will highlight 
recent progress on ground-breaking  
technologies, outstanding pre-clinical  
proof-of-concept studies in gene and cell 
therapy, and updates on on-going clinical 
trials involving the wide range of conditions 
that are now targets for advanced  
therapies. To support exchange of  
information and expertise between various 
stakeholders and ensure dissemination of 
knowledge and expertise, we have organised 
a clinical trial & commercialisation  
workshop, along with educational sessions 
and public events. The meeting will  
also provide a unique opportunity to  
acknowledge the outstanding contributions 
of the members of the ESGCT and our  
partnering societies for their pioneering 
achievements in the fields of gene and  
cellular therapy. 

We very much hope that you will attend the 

social events during the meeting, including 
the welcome reception, Molecular Mingle 
networking evening and closing drinks. This 
year the Molecular Mingle will be held at  
the Olympic Museum in the centre of  
Lausanne. The city has been the headquarters 
of the International Olympic Committee  
for more than a century, and the Olympic 
Museum has many fascinating exhibitions  
on sport and the history of the games. The 
museum will be for the sole use of our  
congress so we can enjoy each other’s  
company whilst browsing. 

During this meeting you will be in the heart 
of the Alps and on the shore of Lake Geneva. 
The region has an exceptionally strong 
economic, cultural, sporting and academic 
momentum. The stunning landscape of the 
eleventh century terraced vineyards of the 
Lavaux region, with the medieval village  
of St-Saphorin, has been recognised by  
UNESCO as a World Heritage Centre.   
The amazing Chillon castle, the most visited 
castle in Switzerland, is very nearby.  
The region is also rich in gastronomic  
traditions and has many musical and artistic 
attractions, including Chaplin’s World with  
its magical journey through silent cinema, 
and the Montreux Jazz Festival. 

As we look forward to the XXVIth ESGCT  
Congress and welcoming delegates from all 
over the world to Lausanne, we hope that 
you enjoy the meeting and thank you for 
your being part of it.

For the first time, the ESGCT Congress is being  
held in Switzerland. This year it is jointly organised  

with the International Society for Stem Cell Research (ISSCR),  
the French Society of Gene and Cell Therapy (SFTCG),  

and the Swiss local organising committee.

Robin R Ali
President, ESGCT

Doug Melton
President, ISSCR

Pierre Cordelier  
President, SFTCG

Nicole Deglon
President, LOC
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THANK YOU TO ALL OUR PARTNERS

  PLATINUM PARTNERS

  DIAMOND PARTNERS

  GOLD PARTNERS

  SILVER PARTNERS

  BRONZE PARTNERS
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  EXHIBITORS

Booth 21: SYNENTEC provides tailored solutions to solve your individual cell 
culture challenges, like the proof of monoclonality for regulatory approval of cell 
lines, or viability assays and cell density measurements in process development.  
We develop automated cell culture microscopes such as CELLAVISTA and NYONE  
to offer a way to answer your individual cell culture questions in a fast and easy 
way. Our YT image analysis software is constantly being expanded with new  
applications and our products are used in the fields of cell line development,  
stemcell research, immunology, cell and gene therapy as well as in scientific 
research. Applications like… 1) Single Cell Cloning (SCC), High Resolution Cloning 
as well as Fluorescence activated SCC (FASCC), 2) Trypan Blue Viability Count, 
3) Suspension Cell Count, Confluence Measurement and Colony Detection, 4) 
FASC Seeding Control, 5) Transfection Efficiency …provide only a part of all the 
possibilities amongst which we facilitate your daily lab use and make it a little 
more professional! You like going more into the depth? Discover your cells with 
applications like… 1) Cell Nuclei Count and Characterization, 2) Immuno-stainings, 
3) Antibody Internalization, 4) CD-marker Analysis, 5) iPS-cell Detection, 6) focus 
forming assays, 7) Toxicity Studies, 8) Apoptosis Monitoring, 9) Total Well Intensity 
Quantitation. The imagers support a wide range of cell culture systems in the SBS 
format, e.g. mikrotiter plates, transwell plates and microscope slides as well as 
culture dishes and T-Flasks. 
www.synentec.com

Booth 18: Synthace is a London-based biotech/software company whose aim is  
to make life science research more efficient. Our sophisticated software allows  
scientists to easily and flexibly control their automation. This opens up the  
possibility for rapid DoE studies, media optimisation, assay setup, data analytics, 
and more. 
www.synthace.com

  EXHIBITORS

Booth 46: Sarepta Therapeutics 
See page 49 
www.sarepta.com

Booth 64: Sartorius Stedim – Regenerative Medicine
Sartorius Stedim Biotech is a global solution provider to the biologics industry  
and is well positioned to support regenerative medicine companies by  
applying technologies adapted for these sectors. With a broad range of unique  
and innovative technologies and services, Sartorius supports the development, 
analysis and manufacture of a range of different types of regenerative medicines 
with single-use automated systems. www.sartorius.com

Booth 2: SIRION Biotech is a world leader in innovating virus vector technologies 
and provides custom services to academic and industrial partners worldwide.  
SIRION is the only company mastering all 3 major virus types (LV, AV and AAV) 
that are used regularly for genetic manipulation of cell systems, whether for in  
vitro or in vivo purposes. Within the biotechnology sector SIRION cater to a  
number of research and development projects, most prominently in therapy  
development, e.g. gene and CAR-T cell therapy fields. For development of new 
cancer immunotherapies, SIRION Biotech has developed a universal adjuvant – 
LentiBOOSTTM that can increase T- and B-cell transduction significantly. SIRION 
offers full customized services for gene therapy R&D by optimizing AAV tissue 
specificity and improving the immunogenic profile. SIRION’s project oriented focus 
on optimization of vector technologies makes us the perfect partner to strengthen 
your R&D of new therapies. 
www.sirion-biotech.com

Booth 14: STEMCELL Technologies Inc. is a Canadian biotechnology company that 
develops specialty cell culture media, cell isolation systems and accessory products 
for life science research. Our specialty media include cGMP grade mTeSR™1 and 3D 
culture kits, supporting the transition from bench to bedside for cancer research, 
cell therapy and regenerative medicine research, immunotherapy and more.  
Rigorous quality control processes and raw material selection are critical to the 
optimal performance of STEMCELL’s entire portfolio of products, ensuring that 
batch-to-batch variability is minimized. Driven by science and a passion for  
quality, STEMCELL delivers over 2500 products worldwide with consistent,  
unfailing quality and one-on-one assistance to help you succeed. If there is a 
product or service that we do not currently offer, we are happy to work with  
you to customize media or cell isolation products to meet your specific needs. 
www.stemcell.com
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Booth 63: VectorBuilder, established in 2014, is a revolutionary online platform 
that allows researchers to design custom vectors/viruses and simply order them. 
We possess a massive collection of ORFs since we have generated over 165,000 
vectors so far meaning we do not synthesize, which in turn means low cost.  
VectorBuilder in addition offers exceptionally high quality viruses, viral packaging, 
shRNA/gRNA CRISPR libraries and BAC modification as well as CRISPR/Cas9 trans-
fection/microinjection kits. 
www.vectorbuilder.com

Booth 20: Vironova is a Swedish biotechnology company providing  
comprehensive, hardware, software, and services for the analysis of nanoparticles. 
Vironova revolutionizes access to transmission electron microscopy–based image 
analysis in biopharmaceutical development. Our solution enables automated  
analyses for faster and better informed decisions to secure robust bioprocessing 
and final product quality. 
www.vironova.com

Booth 22: VIVEbiotech is a company fully specialized in lentiviral vectors with two 
areas of expertise:

GMP CDMO: VIVEbiotech is GMP Contract Development and Manufacturing 
Organization focused on the manufacture of lentiviral vectors from early stages to 
GMP. Working with European and US-based companies, our main aim is to adapt 
to your own requirements from a technical and timeline perspective.

Innovation: VIVEbiotech´s technology development strategy is focused on  
providing a response to the main hurdles that currently exist within the gene 
therapy field: 
•	 The need for cost-effective processes. 
•	 The enhancement of the safety profile of viral vectors.

VIVEbiotech is working on improved producer cell line development, new  
pseudo-typing strategies and the development of its own worldwide licensed  
technology: a non-integrative episomal stable lentiviral vector (LENTISOMA).
www.vivebiotech.com

  EXHIBITORS

Booth 11: Takara Bio Europe is a wholly owned subsidiary of Takara Bio Inc.,  
who develops, manufactures, and distributes a wide range of life science reagents 
under the Takara™, Clontech®, and Cellartis® brands. Key products include SMART 
cDNA synthesis kits for a variety of samples and applications, including NGS, 
high-performance qPCR and PCR reagents (including the Takara Ex Taq®, Takara  
LA Taq®, Titanium®, and Advantage® enzymes), Cellartis stem cells and stem  
cell reagents, RT enzymes and SMART library construction kits, the innovative 
In-Fusion® cloning system, Guide-it gene editing tools, Tet-based inducible gene 
expression systems, and Living Colors® fluorescent proteins. Recently, Takara Bio 
acquired Rubicon Genomics and WaferGen Bio-systems. As part of the Takara 
Bio family, they expand our NGS portfolio as well as add R&D, manufacturing, 
and support for automation systems for NGS and qPCR applications. Takara Bio’s 
portfolio supports applications including NGS, gene discovery, regulation, and 
function studies, as well as genetic analysis, protein expression and purification, 
gene editing, stem cell studies, and plant and food research. 
www.takarabio.com

Booth 19: The Gene Therapy Program is a complex R&D organization with the  
internal capacity to perform gene transfer studies from basic research through 
phase 1/2 proof-of-concept human trials. We partner with industry leaders to 
advance the field of gene therapeutics. The Penn Vector core is a full service core 
with over a decade of experience in the production in viral-based vectors. The 
core’s main objective is to provide investigators access to state-of-the-art vector 
technology for preclinical studies and other basic research applications. 
www.gtp.med.upenn.edu
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Booth 47: Xendo is a leading consultancy and project management organisation 
in the fields of (bio)pharmaceutical products, medical devices and healthcare. We 
bring our palette of services to companies, ranging from start-ups to multi- 
national organizations, to provide them with robust solutions. Whether they are 
a (bio)pharmaceutical or medical device company, a hospital or a pharmacy, a 
manufacturer or a laboratory, we match their colour. For over 25 years, we have 
successfully completed thousands of national and international assignments 
for start-ups as well as for the largest, established multinational companies and 
organisations. Over 220 experienced and highly educated professionals offer their 
expertise ranging from strategic advice and project management to auditing,  
operational support and training; providing a full-colour spectrum.  
www.xendo.com

Booth 49: Yposkesi 
See page 58 
www.yposkesi.com

AAV needed?

GTCA – Gene Therapy Center Austria

Covering all steps 
from vector to product 
co-located in the Vienna area 

Your AAV One-Stop-Shop 
in the Heart of Europe

Visit booth 15  
or contact: 
GTCA@shire.com

GTCA_shire_134x94,5mm.indd   1 02.08.18   17:10

STEM CELL
REPORTS

 
 

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Christine Mummery, PhD,
Leiden University Medical Center

Stem Cell Reports 
offers rapid consideration
of your research
At Stem Cell Reports our editorial team provides you 
with fast and fair consideration of your research.

Read some of the most recently published research:
•  Inactivation of PLK4-STIL Module Prevents 

Self-Renewal and Triggers p53-Dependent 
Differentiation in Human Pluripotent Stem Cells

•  Cell Surface N-Glycans Influence Electrophysiological 
Properties and Fate Potential of Neural Stem Cells

•  Defining Lineage-Specific Membrane Fluidity 
Signatures that Regulate Adhesion Kinetics

•  Activation of Intrinsic Growth State Enhances Host 
Axonal Regeneration into Neural Progenitor Cell Grafts

•  Rapid Mast Cell Generation fromGata2Reporter 
Pluripotent Stem Cells

•  A Chemical Recipe for Generation of Clinical-Grade 
Striatal Neurons from hESCs

•  Organoids from Nephrotic Disease-Derived iPSCs 
Identify Impaired NEPHRIN Localization and Slit 
Diaphragm Formation in Kidney Podocytes

For more information visit 
cell.com/stem-cell-reports

INTERNAT IONAL SOCIETY
FOR STEM CELL  RESEARCH

OPEN ACCESS
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BE C OM E  A  M EM B E R  A N D . . .

K E E P  WAT C H I N G  
F O R  D E TA I L S  –

WWW. S F T C G . F R

...you will benefit from heavily discounted 
fees for SFTCG events. In addition, you will 
have a unique chance to enter the “who is 
who” online database of gene and cellular 
therapy labs in France. You will have full 
access to job and grant proposals, but also 
to up-to-date news and views on gene and 
cellular therapy programs, clinical trials 

and regulatory affairs, links to journals in  
the field and particularly to Human Gene 
Therapy journal family. This will also be  
a unique occasion to network with expert 
scientists and clinicians, to grow your  
professional network, expand business  
opportunities, and advance your career  
in the field of gene and cell therapy.

The SFTCG wants to function as a platform to:

1.  Encourage the communication between scientists in the  
field of gene and cellular therapy through the organization  
of its yearly meeting and exchange between labs in of  
students and novel technologies.

2.  And provide and interface between scientist, clinicians and 
patients

3.  Inform in a comprehensive and responsible way the general 
public about gene and cellular therapy in France and Europe
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