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AGM 2017 

Date and time:   20 October 2017 
Location:    Berlin Congress Centre, Berlin, Germany 
Chair:     Robin Ali (RA) (ESGCT President) 
Minutes:    Gaelle Jamar (GJ) (ESGCT Manager) 
Members present:  92 
  
Opening 
RA welcomes everyone and opens the meeting by presenting the agenda. 
 
Berlin Congress stats 
RA presents the statistics for the 2017 Annual Congress. 1055 delegates registered of 
which 326 are complimentary. RA shows the geography of the registrations, wich 
Germany, United States, United Kingdom, France, Italy and Spain those with the 
highest number of delegates. He acknowledges the sponsors and exhibitors and 
thanks them for their support.  
 
ESGCT Membership stats 
RA presents membership statistics. ESGCT currently has 977 members. RA encourages 
members to spread the word amongst their colleagues and friends to join ESGCT.  
 
ESGCT Initiatives 
RA presents the location of the next 2 Spring Schools, which have become a main 
focus for ESGCT’s investment after the successful first Spring School in Hannover 
championed by Hildegard Büning, a member of the Board. It is free for students to 
attend, and is in the form of an intense 3-day workshop where students have the 
opportunity to network and interact with experts in the field. RA advises to keep an 
eye on the website and emails for then registration opens, as it is capped at 150 
places with only very few open to academic and industry (max 5).  
 
RA presents some slides on further initiatives including activities on the website and 
social media.  
 
ESGCT Financials and administration 
The profit share is confirmed, and the ESGCT spend for this and the coming year 
which will centre on outreach projects and functional improvements to website and 
systems.  
 
Relationships 
RA updated on ongoing positive partnerships with ISSCR, ASGCT, and JSGCT.  
 
Lausanne Congress 2018 
RA presents some initial branding and location photos of the next annual congress 
which will take place in Lausanne, Switzerland 16-19 October 2018. 
 
Questions / AOB 
RA asks whether there are any questions and, in the absence of any questions, closes 
the AGM, reminding members that the minutes and slides are available in the secure 
member area for each member.  
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Agenda
• Berlin congress stats
• ESGCT Membership Stats
• ESGCT initiatives 2018
• ESGCT Financials and Administration
• Relationships
• Lausanne Congress 2018
• Questions / AOB
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Berlin Congress 
Stats
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• 1055 total
• 326 complimentary for staff, invited speakers, partners

Academic member 325 30%
Academic N/member 113 10%
Industry member 206 21%
Industry N/member 247 24%
Student 155 15%

Registrations
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Registrations
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ESGCT Membership Stats 
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2017 2016 2015 2014 2013
977 961 528 422 463

Academic 35% 55% 30% 43% 42%
Students 40% 20% 49% 45% 45%
Industrial 25% 25% 21% 12% 13%

Current ESGCT Membership: 977
Members registered for Berlin: 686
Members not registered for Berlin: 291

Membership
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Membership
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Sponsors
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Sponsors
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ESGCT initiatives 2018
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- 150 participants 

- Collaboration with Spanish 
Society for Gene and Cell 
Therapy  

- Paco Martin
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• Collaboration with 
BSGCT

• Pembroke College
• Oxford, UK
• 21 – 23 March 2018
• Accommodation and 

catering included
• 150 attendees 

including speakers



Forum 1

Website 2 Larisa Condurat
� Basic information on CGT - educational purpose

Blog & Media 3

Berlin & Spring School 4

Student Board Member activities and objectives

Joost and Larisa
� ESGCT general information/achievements etc.

Joost Van Haasteren
� Networking and exchange platform for YIs

Joost and Larisa
� Networking and engaging activities for YIs
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WEBSITE

• Blog
launched in May 2017, 5 blogs (average of 200+ 
views) to date, plans to scale up further

• Heatmap
launched in May 2017, 62 entries, please fill in the 
form if you would like your lab or company to be 
included (see Heat map web page)

• News pages
send us your news or information on your events 
and job vacancies we can advertise them on our 
website (office@esgct.eu)
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Diversity

AIM:
• To increase diverse representation across all levels of ESGCT 

engagement
• To understand what we can do to ensure accessibility of all 

ESGCT activities

So far…
• Survey of all members to establish need
• 90 responses in just 5 days

Next steps
• Develop a library of women interested in deeper engagement 

in ESGCT
• Develop a strategy to increase accessibility
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Outreach Programe

• Proposal for an ESGCT Outreach Programme
• Increase public and patient engagement
• Build up to influence policy and media
• Starting with 3 pilots:

Initiative Activities Cost
School pilot Development of a schools activity 

pack that can be delivered by PE 
trained Young Investigators

€5000 development
€1500 
delivery/school

Patient pilot Involve more patient groups at the 
Public Day and develop evidence-
based engagement strategies.

€5000

Activity library Gather and analyse existing ESGCT 
and member activities

€5000
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SOCIAL MEDIA

• Use of Sprout Social to increase output and analytics
• Increase in Facebook likes to 3031
• Increase in Twitter followers to 1029
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ESGCT Financials and 
Administration
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Expected Profit Share 
Berlin Congress

€ 81,276.15 ESGCT 

€ 40,638.08 DG-GT 
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Initiatives investment 2017

Item Cost

Spring School grant €17k

Website revamp & improving functionality €2.5k

Social Media apps and tools €2k

SSL certificates, ongoing annually €.5k

Journal business case research €1.5k

Total €23.5K
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Initiatives investment 2018

Item cost
Spring School grant €20k
Website development: improving functionality €3.5k
ESGCT promotion including Board attendance at 
events, social media, Press and PR, advertising

£10k

Public engagement programme: strategy 
development and implementation of pilot

€20k

Data acquisition research incl Heatmap €2k
ESGCT Membership: multiple year discount 
implementation 

€1k

ESGCT Forum €5k
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Relationships
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Commercialisation workshop and reciprocal 
agreements 

Lausanne 2018 with further collaboration 
being discussed

More collaboration between societies being 
discussed 
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Lausanne Congress 2018
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SWISSTECH CONVENTION CENTRE

OLYMPIC MUSEUM – MOLECULAR MINGLE

SPEAKER DINNER –
BEAU RIVAGE HOTEL BALLROOM
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Questions / AOB


